Appendix XII
DRAFT SPEECH TO ISMET

I have just before I left the Iron Duke received a message to
say that Lord Curzon has, after to-day's Cabinet Meeting,
proceeded to Paris to confer with M. Poincar6.

I beg Your Excellency to note this evidence of immediate
action. I am confident that all will be well.

Whilst at Constantinople I have made all arrangements to
send troops without a moment's delay to Thrace should
that be the decision arrived at.

I hope you will give me credit for my efforts to help you.
I know your feelings over Eastern Thrace. Will you believe
me when I tell you that your reports of burnings are not
confirmed ? There was a big forest fire near Serai. It was
not the burning of villages. So far our Allied Commissions
have obtained no evidence to confirm your fears.

Will you also give me credit for one more effort? I
have been told twice to-day to wait at Constantinople for
reply from Paris after meeting between Lord Curzon and M.
Poincar6. I have not done so as I considered myself in honour
bound to come and inform Your Excellency of the situation.
I tell you frankly that I am very hopeful. The solution is
in sight.

You have named the date for the big conference as 20th
October, fourteen days from now. You have left no doubt
of the necessity for immediate action by the Powers. I give
you the message of immediate action. What you have been
promised is before you.

I beg of you to do nothing to mar your progress towards
that result. You trust us and we will gladly trust you.
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